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2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

1. Claims 1 and 11: 

1 . 1 Prior art : 

Document Dl (DE-A-3 147 043), which is considered 
to be the closest prior art, discloses a multi- 
layer strip with all the features set out in the 
preamble of independent product claim 1, as well 
as the corresponding method features relating to 
the production of such a strip, as per independent 
claim 11. 

1.2 Problem: 

To develop a decor strip of the known kind, 
wherein an attractively designed, embossed surface 
structure can be additionally formed whilst the 
amount of metal used is reduced. 

1.3 Solution: 

The specific combination of all the features of 
the complementary independent claims, claims 1 
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and 11, in particular the formation of the 
reinforcing layer of a plastics material which, 
according to the characterising part of claim 1 
and hence also according to the characterising 
part of claim 11, is extruded onto the previously 
embossed top layer, is not described in the prior 
art nor is it obvious therefrom and, in 
consequence, involves an inventive step (PCT 
Article 33 (3) ) . 

2. Dependent claims 2 to 10 and 12 to 16 : 

Dependent claims 2 to 10 and 12 to 16 define 
advantageous embodiments of a multi- layer strip, 
having in each case all the features of 
independent claim 1, and advantageous embodiments 
of a method for the production of such a strip, 
having in each case all the features of 
independent claim 11. 



Description: 

The description is not consistent with the claims 
(PCT Rule 5.1(a) (iii) ) . 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box No. V) (April 2005) 



